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Law No. 5271/2026 introduces a new specialized legal framework combining administrative and criminal regulation
for the prevention and repression of art forgery, the protection of the physical integrity of works of art and collectible
items, and the establishment of certified expert mechanisms for authentication.

Until now, the criminal treatment of art forgery relied exclusively on the general provisions of the Greek Penal Code
on fraud and forgery. In this context, the establishment of criminal liability generally required the completion of a fi-
nancial transaction and proof of pecuniary damage or deception of a third party, a requirement that significantly
limited the effectiveness of the existing framework for such offences.

The new law operates as a lex specialis and introduces autonomous criminal offences covering the manufacture or
alteration of counterfeit works of art, their distribution, exhibition or commercial placement, as well as possession
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with intent to distribute. The completion of economic fraud is therefore no longer a prerequisite for criminal
liability.

The criminal framework is accompanied by stricter and escalating sanctions. The basic penalty aligns with that pro-
vided for fraud under the Penal Code, providing for imprisonment from six months to five years and a monetary fine
ranging from 5.000 EUR to 120.000 EUR. However, in cases of professional or habitual conduct, commission on a
commercial scale, action by an organized group, abuse of professional capacity, or where the damage caused exceeds
120.000 EUR, the penalties are significantly increased, reaching up to ten years’ imprisonment and a monetary fine
of up to EUR 300,000.

Furthermore, damage, destruction or alteration of works of art now constitutes a distinct criminal offence, reflecting
the public cultural value of such assets when compared to ordinary damage to property.

A key innovation of the law is the establishment of a state-supervised Register of Certified Art Experts, responsible
for the official verification and certification of the authenticity of works of art and collectible items. According to the
relevant provisions, the register operates under

clearly defined eligibility and qualification criteria, is subject to ethical and professional conduct rules, and provides
for formal accreditation procedures, ensuring reliability and consistency in the assessment of authenticity.

At the same time, an Autonomous Department for Works of Art is established within the Ministry of Culture, en-
trusted with the supervision of art market practices, coordination with law-enforcement authorities, and the devel-
opment of preventive policies.

In conclusion, the new legislative framework takes a broader approach to the protection of works of art. By expand-
ing the scope of relevant criminal offences, the law reinforces the cultural value of artworks and their role as part of
the common cultural heritage. At the same time, the provision of criminal protection against damage to works of art
and collectible items in public, municipal and museum spaces provide stronger protection for cultural heritage. The
prevention and suppression of offences in the field of art thus emerge, particularly in the present era of rapid tech-
nological development, as a fundamental factor in protecting the value of art more generally.
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